THE AIR DEFENCES OF BRITAIN

A SPEECH IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,
MAY 25, 1938

May 12, Lori Halifax raises before the League of Nations at
Geneva the question of recognising the Italian conquest
of Abyssinia.

May 12. 7he situation of the Royal Air Force debated in both
Houses of Parliament. 'The Government replies are con*
sidered unsatisfactory and Lord Swinton, Secretary of
State for Air^ resigns and is succeeded by Sir Kingsley
Wood.

May 13. Visit of Herr Henlein^ leader of the Sudeten Nazis, to
London.

May 20-21, Czechoslovakia forces mobilised in reply to the massing of
German troops along the border.

May 25. Mr. Hugh Dalton in the House of Commons demands
an inquiry into the state of Britain's Air defences^ and
supports the movement for a Ministry of Supply. The
Prime Minister, Mr. Chamberlain^ rejects both.

[May 25, 1938.
1HAVE long pressed for an inquiry into the state of our air
programme. But the new situation which has been created
by the sweeping changes in the control of the Air Ministry1
do undoubtedly, as far as I can see, introduce a new element, I
cannot feel sure that the new Minister will be helped or strengthened
in his task if such an inquiry, which must needs be searching, and
the results of which must certainly be disagreeable, were proceeding
day by day and step by step while he is acquiring information about
his new duties and his new office. Moreover, it seems to me that
the case which I and others have made during the last few years,
that the programmes were inadequate, that they were not being
1 The resignation of Lord Swnton, and appointment of Sir Kingsley Wood,
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